
best of times,
worst of times
Memoirs of a Po liti cal Education

walter laqueur

brandeis  university press
Waltham, Massachusetts

Published by

University Press of New En gland

Hanover and London



Brandeis University Press

Published by University Press of New En gland,

One Court Street, Lebanon, NH 03766

 www .upne .com

© 2009 by Brandeis University Press

Printed in U.S.A.

5  4  3  2  1

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or me-

chanical means, including storage and retrieval systems, without permission in writing from the 

publisher, except by a reviewer, who may quote brief passages in a review. Members of educational 

institutions and organizations wishing to photocopy any of the work for classroom use, or authors 

and publishers who would like to obtain permission for any of the material in the work, should con-

tact Permissions, University Press of New En gland, One Court Street, Lebanon, NH 03766.

Library of Congress Cataloging- in- Publication Data

Laqueur, Walter, 1921–

 Best of times, worst of times : memoirs of a political education / Walter Laqueur.

   p. cm. — (The Tauber Institute for the Study of European Jewry series)

 isbn 978-1-58465-798-9 (cloth : alk. paper)

 1. Laqueur, Walter, 1921– 2. Laqueur, Walter, 1921—Political and social views. 3. Historians—

United States—Biography. I. Title.

 d15.l35.a3 2009

 973.9092—dc22

 [B] 2009015174

University Press of New En gland is a member of the Green Press Initiative. The paper used in this 

book meets their minimum requirement for recycled paper.



c o n t e n t s

Preface ix

c h a p t e r  1
A Surfeit of Politics; 1
or, Why I Would Have Preferred the Nineteenth Century

c h a p t e r  2
Growing Up under the Nazis; 33
or, Why One Had to Be There to Understand It

c h a p t e r  3
Marxism, the Soviet  Union, and the Cold War; 59
or, The Dream That Failed

c h a p t e r  4
The Downfall and Partial Resurgence of the Soviet Empire; 86
or, The Strange Fortunes of the Congress for Cultural Freedom, 
“Finlandization,” and Putinism

c h a p t e r  5
A Middle East Education; 122
or, Refl ections on Arabia, Israel, Zionism, and Antisemitism

c h a p t e r  6
Think Tanks and Po liti cal Intelligence; 149
or, Why It Is So Diffi cult to Predict

c h a p t e r  7
Guerrilla Warfare and Terrorism; 171
or, What Systematic Study and Theory Can Mean

c h a p t e r  8
Eu rope, 1945– 2008; 201
or, A Short Study in Hope and Frustration



Postface 221

Works by Walter Laqueur 225

Index 229

viii contents


