Jews
& Race

IDENTITY
& DIFFERENCE,
1880—-1940

Brandeis University Press



BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY PRESS

An imprint of University Press of New England
WWW.upne.com

© 2011 Brandeis University

All rights reserved

Manufactured in the United States of America
Designed by Eric M. Brooks

Typeset in Albertina and Verlag by

Passumpsic Publishing

University Press of New England is a member of the
Green Press Initiative. The paper used in this book meets

their minimum requirement for recycled paper.

For permission to reproduce any of the material in this book,
contact Permissions, University Press of New England, One Court

Street, Suite 250, Lebanon NH 03766; or visit www.upne.com

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Jews and race: writings on identity and difference, 1880—1940 |
Mitchell B. Hart, editor

p. cm.— (The Tauber Institute series for the study of European
Jewry) (The Brandeis library of modern Jewish thought)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 078-1-58465-716-3 (cloth: alk. paper) —
ISBN 978-1-58465-717-0 (pbk.: alk. paper) —
ISBN 978-1-61168-030-0 (ebook)
I. Jews—Identity. 2.Jews—Identity—History—igth century.
3. Jews—Identity—History—2oth century. 4. Jews—Social
conditions—igth century. 5. Jews—Social conditions—20th
century. 6. Race—Social aspects. 7. Ethnic groups. 8. Physical
anthropology. L. Hart, Mitchell Bryan, 1950—
D5143.J49 2011

305.802'4009041—dc23 2011034820

54321



Contents

Foreword ix
Acknowledgments xi

Jews and Race: An Introductory Essay, Mitchell B. Hart xiii

| | General Overviews 1

1 | “Racial Characteristics of Modern Jews,” Joseph Jacobs 3

2 | “Reflections on the Jews,” Isidore Loeb 12

3 | Preface from Jews, Race, and Environment, Maurice Fishberg 21
4 | “Jewish Race,” Fritz Kahn 24

5 | “On the Origins and Race of the Jews,” Arthur Ruppin 30

!l | Anthropology 41

“Introduction to the Anthropological Study of the Jews,”
Edward Goldstein 43
7 | Entry on Anthropology from The Jewish Encyclopedia, Joseph Jacobs 53

6

8 | “TheJews asa Race,”]. M. Judt 60
9 | “The Brain Weight of Jews,” Richard Weinberg 71
10 | “The Jewish Racial Problem,” Samuel Weissenberg 76

“Anthropological Research on the Russian-Polish Jews,
and the Value of This Research for the Anthropology of the
Jews in General,” Arkadius Elkind 81

12 | “Are the Jews a Race?” Sigmund Feist 87

1

111 | Medicine and Biology 95

13 | “The Comparative Pathology of the Jews,” Maurice Fishberg 97
14 | “Contributions to the Jewish Racial Question,” Felix Theilhaber 115
15 | “Heredity and the Jew,” Redcliffe N. Salaman 122



16
17

“The ‘Nervousness’ of the Jew,” Abraham Myerson 130

“The Problem of Tuberculosis among the Jews:
A Racial and Socio-Pathological Study,” Noel Haltrecht 137

IV | Society and Economy 143

18 | “Is the Criminality of the Jews Racial Criminality?”

Rudolf Wassermann 145

19 | “Jews, Race, and Environment,” Maurice Fishberg 150

20 | “Successes of the Jews in Capitalistic Enterprise,” Arthur Ruppin 153

V | “Racial Mixing”: Intermarriage and Conversion 157

21 | “The Jewish Racial Question,” Elias Auerbach 159

22 | “The Mixed Marriage,” Arthur Ruppin 170

23 | “Fertility in Mixed Marriages” 174

24 | “The Significance of the Mixed Marriage,” Ignaz Zollschan 175

25 | “Intermarriage between Jews and Christians,” Maurice Fishberg 185

V1 | Politics, Polemics, and Apologetics 189

26
27 | “The Chosenness of the Jews in the Light of Biology,” Alfred Nossig 203
28 | “To Which Race Did Jesus Belong?” Leo Sofer 210

29 | Foreword and Introduction from The Racial Problem, with Particular

“The So-Called Jewish Race,” Salomon Reinach 191

Attention Paid to the Theoretical Foundations of the Jewish Racial Question,
Ignaz Zollschan 218

30 | “There Is No Jewish Race!” The Testimony of the American Jewish
Committee and Union of American Hebrew Congregations before the
United States Immigration Committee 225

“Assimilation versus Zionism,” Maurice Fishberg 238

31
32 | “The Racial Identity of the Jews,” unsigned editorial from Die Welt 243
33 | “On the Jewish Racial Question,” unsigned editorial from Die Welt 246
34 | “Concerning Racial Theory,” Robert Weltsch 250



