
JEWISH
RHETORICS
History, Theory, Practice

MICHAEL BERNARD-DONALS

and

JANICE W. FERNHEIMER

editors

Brandeis University Press
Wa lt h a m ,  M a s s a c h u s et t s



Brandeis University Press
An imprint of University Press of New England
www.upne.com
© 2014 Brandeis University
All rights reserved
Manufactured in the United States of America
Designed by Christopher Kuntze
Typeset in Adobe Kepler and Neue Aachen Bold by Integrated Publishing Solutions.

For permission to reproduce any of the material in this book, contact Permissions, 
University Press of New England, One Court Street, Suite 250, Lebanon NH 03766;  
or visit www.upne.com

Selection on page 160 from Understanding Comics by Scott McCloud. Copyright © 1993, 1994 
by Scott McCloud. Reprinted by permission of HarperCollins Publishers.

Unless otherwise noted, all translations in chapter 1 are from The Book of Psalms: 
A Translation with Commentary, translated by Robert Alter. Copyright © 2007 by  
Robert A. Alter. Used by permission of W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Jewish rhetorics: history, theory, practice / Michael Bernard-Donals  
and Janice W. Fernheimer, editors.
 pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-61168-639-5 (cloth: alk. paper) — ISBN 978-1-61168-640-1  
(pbk.: alk. paper) — ISBN 978-1-61168-641-8 (ebook)
1. Hebrew language—Rhetoric. 2. Yiddish language—Rhetoric.  
3. Hebrew literature—History and criticism. 4. Yiddish literature— 
History and criticism. 5. Jewish literature—History and criticism.  
6. Jews—Identity. I. Bernard-Donals, Michael F., editor.  
II. Fernheimer, Janice W., 1976–  editor.
pj4740. J49 2014
808′.04924—dc23 2014023651

5 4 3 2 1



Contents

Introduction vii
Michael Bernard-Donals and Janice W. Fernheimer

 1. Taking a Stance toward God: Rhetoric in the Book of Psalms 1
Davida Charney

 2. The Rhetoric of Rabbinic Authority: Making the Transition  
from Priest to Sage 16

Richard Hidary

 3. Judah Messer Leon and the Sefer Nofet Zufim: Rethinking  
Rhetorical Delivery in the Early Age of Print 46

Jim Ridolfo

 4. “The Pretty Heiress from Our Old House”: Figuring the  
 Yiddish-Hebrew Relationship in Rhetorical Works by Itzik  
 Manger and Yaʾakov Fichman 58

Hannah S. Pressman

 5. The Jewish Rhetoric of the Twentieth Century:  
Chaïm Perelman, Double Fidélité, and the Pre-Holocaust  
Roots of the New Rhetoric Project 77

David A. Frank

 6. Socrates as Rabbi: The Story of the Aleph and the Alpha  
in a Postinformation Age 93

Steven B. Katz

 7. Maimonides’s Contribution to a Theory of Self-Persuasion 112
David Metzger



 8. Rabbi Moses ben Nachman, Sophist? 131
Patricia Bizzell

 9. Is Midrash Comics? A Fish Story about Graphic Narrative,  
Visual Rhetoric, and Rabbinic Hermeneutics 147

Susan Handelman

 10. S. Yizhar’s Khirbet Khizeh and the Rhetoric of Conflict 165
Shai Ginsburg

 11. Esther’s Book: A Rhetoric of Writing for Jewish Feminists 180
Susan Zaeske

 12. “Shema Yisrael”: Listening in Judaism and What It Has  
 to Teach Us 198

Joy Arbor

 13. Simulated Shiur? Post-It Notes of an ArtScroll Amateur 215
Jonathan Boyarin

 14. Of Superheroes and Synecdoche: Holocaust Exceptionalism,  
Race, and the Rhetoric of Jewishness in America 231

Jennifer Glaser

 15. “That Ceremonious Feeling of Growing Up”: The Educational  
 Practice of Bar Mitzvah in the Jewish Children’s Folkshul 249

Eli Goldblatt

Acknowledgements 265
Contributors 267
Index 271


