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“Sjursen takes you on an intellectual thrill ride, with more than a few 

surprises. If you want political talking points or an army operations order, 

 look elsewhere. There are no easy answers on the streets of Iraq. Think 

 you know all about the famous ‘surge’? Guess again.” 

 — Lucas Tomlinson, producer, Fox News Channel

“Ghost Riders of Baghdad is the best memoir to come out of the American 

 wars in Southwest Asia. Sjursen’s honesty and passion bleed through every 

page and raise serious questions about the ‘victory’ in Iraq.” 

 — Robert A. Doughty, author of Pyrrhic Victory: French Strategy and      

      Operations in the Great War
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From October 2006 to December 2007, 

Daniel A. Sjursen—then a U.S. Army 

lieutenant—led a light scout platoon across 

Baghdad. The experiences of Ghost Rider 

platoon provide a soldier’s-eye view of the 

incredible complexities of warfare, peace-

keeping, and counterinsurgency in one of 

the world’s most ancient cities.

Sjursen re�ects broadly and critically 

on the prevailing narrative of the surge 

as savior of America’s longest war, on the 

overall military strategy in Iraq, and on U.S. 

relations with ordinary Iraqis. At a time 

when only a handful of U.S. senators and 

representatives have a family member in 

combat, Sjursen also writes movingly on 

questions of America’s patterns of national 

service. Who now serves and why? What 

connection does America’s professional 

army have to the broader society and 

culture? What is the price we pay for 

abandoning the model of the citizen 

soldier? 

With the bloody emergence of ISIS in 

2014, Iraq and its beleaguered, battle-

scarred people are again much in the news. 

Unlike other books on the U.S. war in Iraq, 

Ghost Riders of Baghdad is part battle�eld 

chronicle, part critique of American military 

strategy and policy, and part appreciation 

of Iraq and its people. At once a military 

memoir, history, and cultural commentary, 

Ghost Riders of Baghdad delivers a compelling 

story and a deep appreciation of both those 

who serve and the civilians they strive to 

protect. Sjursen provides a riveting addition 

to our understanding of modern warfare 

and its human costs.

Major Daniel A. Sjursen was born and 

raised in Staten Island, New York. A 2005 

graduate of West Point, he has served in 

both Iraq and Afghanistan. He earned a 

master’s degree from the University of 

Kansas and is pursuing a doctorate in 

history while teaching at West Point.
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