
Modern 
French 
Jewish Thought

W r i t ings on  
r e l igion a nd  
Pol i t ics

Brandeis University Press 
Waltham, Massachusetts

Edited by  
Sarah Hammerschlag



Brandeis University Press 

An imprint of University Press of New England 

www.upne.com 

© 2018 Brandeis University 

All rights reserved 

Manufactured in the United States of America 

Designed by Eric M. Brooks 

Typeset in Albertina and Verlag by Passumpsic Publishing

For permission to reproduce any of the material in this book,  

contact Permissions, University Press of New England, One Court 

Street, Suite 250, Lebanon NH 03766; or visit www.upne.com

Credits appear on page 269.

Library of Congress Cataloging-​in-​Publication Data

names: Hammerschlag, Sarah, editor.

title: Modern French Jewish thought: writings on religion and 

politics / edited by Sarah Hammerschlag.

description: Waltham, Massachusetts: Brandeis University Press, 

[2018]  | ​ Series: The Tauber Institute series for the study of 

European Jewry  | ​ Series: The Brandeis library of modern Jewish 

thought  | ​ Includes bibliographical references and index.

identifiers: lccn 2017048761 (print)  | ​ lccn 2017050151 (ebook)  | ​

isbn 9781512601879 (epub, mobi, & pdf)  | ​ isbn 9781611685268 

(cloth: alk. paper)  | ​ isbn 9781512601862 (pbk.: alk. paper)

subjects: lcsh: Jews ​—France ​—Intellectual life ​—20th century— 

Sources.  | ​ Jews ​—France ​—Intellectual life ​—21st century—

Sources.  | ​ Judaism ​—France ​—History ​—Sources.  | ​ Jews— 

France ​—Identity ​—Sources.  | ​ Jewish philosophy​—France— 

20th century ​—Sources.  | ​ Jewish philosophy​—France ​— 

21st century ​—Sources.  | ​ France ​—Ethnic relations.

classification: lcc ds135.f83 (ebook)  | ​  

lcc ds135. f83 m646 2018 (print)  | ​ ddc 305.892/4044​—dc23

lc record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017048761

5  4  3  2  1



		  Contents

			   Foreword  vii
			   Introduction  ix

	 I	 |	 The Israélite of the Republic  1

	 1	 |	 Joseph Salvador, The People  5
	 2	 |	 James Darmesteter, Preface, The Prophets of Israel  10
	 3	 |	 Zadoc Kahn, Speech on the acceptance of his position  

as chief rabbi of France  18
	 4	 |	 Bernard Lazare, Judaism’s Conception of the Social and the 

Jewish People; Jewish Capitalism and Democracy  30
	 5	 |	 André Spire, Preface (1959) to Jewish Poems; Prologue (1919)  

to Jewish Poems; Jewish Dreams  42
	 6	 |	 Sylvain Lévi, Alliance israélite universelle  48
	 7	 |	 Edmond Fleg, Why I Am a Jew  54

	 II	 |	 The Cataclysm and the Aftermath  59

	 8	 |	 Simone Weil, What Is a Jew?  63
	 9	 |	 Robert Gamzon, Tivliout: Harmony  66
	 10	 |	 Jacob Gordin, The Galuth  78
	 11	 |	 Emmanuel Levinas, The Jewish Experience of the Prisoner  99
	 12	 |	 Vladimir Jankélévitch, Judaism, an “Internal Problem”  105
	 13	 |	 Sarah Kofman, Smothered Words  117

	 III	 |	 Universal and Particular: The Jew and the Political Realm  123

	 14	 |	 Albert Memmi, The Jew, the Nation, and History  125
	 15	 |	 Richard Marienstras, The Jews of the Diaspora, or  

the Vocation of a Minority  137
	 16	 |	 André Neher, The Jewish Dimension of Space: Zionism  151
	 17	 |	 Henri Atlan, Jerusalem: The Terrestrial, the Celestial  159
	 18	 |	 Shmuel Trigano, Klal Israel: The Totality minus One  171



	 IV	 |	 Identification, Disidentification  179

	 19	 |	 Jacqueline Mesnil-​Amar, The Lost Children of Judaism  181
	 20	 |	 Léon Ashkénazi, Tradition and Modernity  186
	 21	 |	 Alain Finkielkraut, From the Novelesque to Memory  198
	 22	 |	 Hélène Cixous, Albums and Legends; The Dawn of 

Phallocentrism  208
	 23	 |	 Jacques Derrida, Avowing ​—the Impossible: “Returns,”  

Repentance, and Reconciliation, a Lesson  214
	 24	 |	 Stéphane Mosès, Normative Modernity and Critical Modernity  245

			   Acknowledgments  255
			   Suggestions for Further Reading  257
			   Index  259


