


When Freedom Speaks
t he b oun da ri e s and  

boun dlessn ess o f o u r  

f irst  a men dment  

right

ly n n  green k y

b r a n  d e i s  u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s s

Waltham, Massachusetts



Bran deis University Press 

© 2022 by Lynn Levine Greenky 

All rights reserved

Manufactured in the United States of America 

Designed by Richard Hendel 

Typeset in Arnhem by Passumpsic Publishing

For permission to reproduce any of the material  

in this book, contact Bran deis University Press,  

415 South Street, Waltham MA 02453, or visit  

brandeisuniversitypress.com

Library of Congress Cataloging-  in-  Publication Data

available upon request

ISBN 978-1-68458-092-7 (cloth)

ISBN 978-1-68458-093-4 (paper)

ISBN 978-1-68458-094-1 (ebook)

5 4 3 2 1



conte nts

Acknowledgments vii

Introduction 1

1 : A History Lesson 3

2 : Foundations and Building Blocks 10

3 : The Road to the Supreme Court 15

4 : Symbolically Speaking 21

5 : The Troubling Sound of Silence 35

6 : Politically Speaking 51

7 : Warning! Dangerous Speech Ahead 57

8 : Advocacy vs. Incitement? 68

9 : Sticks and Stones and Words That Harm 79

10 :  What the #@*%! School Speech, Campus Codes,  

and Cancel Culture 94

11 : Public Spaces 105

12 : The Message and the Medium 122

13 : When Speech Offends 134

14 : The Language of Money 156

15 : When Speech and Faith Collide 169

Conclusion 183

Appendix: Table of Cases 185

Glossary 189

Notes 195

Suggestions for Further Reading 221

Index 223


