


S C U L P T I N G  A  L I F E





Sculpting a Life
Chana Orloff between  

Paris and Tel Aviv

Paula J. Birnbaum

B R A N D E I S  U N I V E R S I T Y  P R E S S

Waltham, Massachusetts



Brandeis University Press
2022 © Paula J. Birnbaum
All rights reserved
Manufactured in the United States of America
Designed by Richard Hendel
Typeset in Miller and Bunday Sans by Rebecca Evans

For permission to reproduce any of the material in this book, 
contact Brandeis University Press, 415 South Street, Waltham MA 02453, 
or visit brandeisuniversitypress.com

Library of Congress Cataloging-  in-  publishing Data
Names: Birnbaum, Paula, author.
Title: Sculpting a life: Chana Orloff between Paris and Tel Aviv / Paula J. Birnbaum.
Description: Waltham, Massachusetts: Brandeis University Press, [2023] | 
Series: HBI series on Jewish women
Includes bibliographical references and index.
Summary: “The first biography of sculptor Chana Orloff, and the first to include 

stories from her unpublished ‘memoir,’ which focus on the artist’s early life 
in Ukraine, her family’s move to Palestine and Orloff ’s life there (1905–1910), 
and her subsequent years between Paris and Tel Aviv” —Provided by publisher.

Identifiers: LCCN 2022037390 | ISBN 9781684581139 (cloth) | ISBN 9781684581146 
(ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: Orloff, Chana, 1888–1968. | Sculptors—Israel—Biography. |  
Women sculptors—Israel—Biography. | BISAC: BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY / 
Artists, Architects, Photographers | ART / Sculpture & Installation

Classification: LCC NB979.O65 B57 2023 | DDC 730.92 [B]—dc23/eng/20220810 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022037390

5 4 3 2 1



C O N T E N T S

 Introduction ix

1 Ukrainian Beginnings, 1888–1905 1
2 Moving to the Promised Land, 1905–1907 16
3 Becoming a New Hebrew Woman, 1907–1910 30
4 Paris:  

From Haute Couture to Avant- Garde, 1910–1913 43
5 Forging a Career at the Onset of War, 1913–1916 67
6 Orloff during Wartime:  

Amazon, Mother, and Widow, 1916–1919 88
7 Portraitist of Montparnasse, 1919–1925 122
8 Villa Seurat:  

Building a Studio and a Community, 1926–1929 148
9 Transatlantic Travel and Networks, 1929–1930 178
10 From Paris to Tel Aviv:  

The Jewish Art World in the Pre- State, 1930s 197
11 Occupation and Escape, 1938–1942 228
12 Exile and Return, 1942–1948 252
13 “Israeli Artist of the École de Paris,” 1948–1968 279
14 Conclusion: Legacy in Israel and France 313

 Acknowledgments 323
 Notes 327
 Selected Bibliography 381
 Illustration Credits 389
 Index 391

Color plates follow page 172




